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Abstract of JP 10066079 (A) 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the scale or 
complexity of a circuit while suppressing the drop of 
performance by adaptively changing a quantization 
step by using featured values in divided areas of a 
picture and distributing encoding quantity from an 
inconspicnous distorted part to a distorted part 
easily detected. SOLUTION: In the case of dividing 
a picture into plural small areas and encoding a 
picture in each divided area by encoding processing 
followed by quantizing processing, a quantization 
step size to be used for the quantizing processing of 
each divided area is adaptively determined in 

accordance with the property of a signal in the small ™< rj££* 1 *' «Kr^ - - 

area. The featured value of each divided area is j' j \ 

measured and an adder 101 calculates a difference 
between the mean value of featured values in a 

precedently processed picture and the feature value ^ l£j si ^TL, 

of each divided area.; A shifter 102 shifts bits * n 
corresponding to the difference value by specified 
quantity and direction and an adder 103 adds the 
bit- shifted result to an applied reference 
quantization step and outputs the added result as a 
quantization step to be used for the quantizing 
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